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[Abstract:] Authority given to Supt. to contract with Joseph Wharton to take the “Old stock...” 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 29, 1886 


Sir: 


In order to improve the old stack of material for copper-nickel alloy for the execution of 
five-cent pieces, and especially in order to obviate the destruction of dies and consequent slow 
work in the execution of this class of coinage from poor quality and hardness of the alloy, you 
are authorized to draw up a contract with Mr. Joseph Wharton, of you city, in accordance with 
general verbal arrangements already made to take this old stock of material for conversion into 
five-cent blanks of the proper alloy, fineness, size and weight and within the limit of tolerance, 
subject to the usual conditions required in contracts for bronze one-cent blanks. 


You will satisfy yourself under your own responsibility to the Government as to 
indemnification for the value of the material temporarily put out of your own hands, the 
indemnifications to be named in the contract or not as may be decided between you and the 
contractor, the alternative being a separate band of indemnity. 


It will be understood that all material delivered to the contractor shall be in a melted state, 
and receipted for by weight and value. 


The quantity of material to be delivered should be stated in the contract, after calculation 
of the resultant weight after alloy; any small balance over and above blanks delivered can be 
returned. A proper allowance for loss in remelting and manipulation will be made, and will be 
made up in your account by a debit to the minor coin profit fund. The further cost of this 
transaction will be paid out of the contingent fund of the Mint at Philadelphia. 


It will also be well to specify the time for the delivery of the blanks in whole or in part, 
that is by periods, if not all delivered at once. 


In order to free your mind from any responsibility for the irregularity of this transaction. I 
propose to submit the contract to the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, although 
convinced that the matter is within the powers of the Director of the Mint. 


Very respectfully, 
James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent Mint, 
Philadelphia 
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[Noted on back:] 


All minor coinage cr. & ts. — to be returned to Mint less the loss on new metal of same. 


